The requirements for identity document photographs

 Starting from February 1, 2007
The requirements listed here apply to photographs for the following identity documents: 
- identity cards
- Estonian passports
- Diplomatic passports
- seafarers’ discharge books
- alien’s passports 
- temporary travel documents 
- refugees’ travel documents 
- certificates of record of service on ships

General requirements 
- A photograph must be coloured, sized 40×50 mm. The printing resolution of the photograph on paper must be at least 300 points per inch. The photo must be printed on high quality paper.
- The person must be directly identifiable on the basis of the photograph. The photo must enable the processing of the facial image and the transfer of the facial image into an identity document. 
A photograph has to be made no earlier than six months before the submission of an application for a document. 

Non-conforming photograph 
- The photograph must not neither be damaged (no fractures, scratches, stains, stamps, etc.) nor defective. The processing of a photograph for decoration or artistic reasons (changing of the colour of eyes, removing of wrinkles or scars, etc.) is forbidden. 
- The photograph cannot contain any other persons or objects. For example, a photograph, which has been cut out of a group photo, or on which the parent or his/her hands holding a child can be seen, are not acceptable. In order to avoid other objects in the photograph the background must be according to the requirements listed below.
- Scanned photographs are not acceptable (neither in digital form nor as print-outs). 
- The photographs must not be made using a lens with radial distortions (e.g. fish eye). 

Facial image 
During photographing the lens must be at the same level as the face of the person photographed and the person’s shoulders must be parallel with the camera lens. The head of the person may be tilted up to 5 degrees to the left, right, forward or backwards or turned to the left or right. 

The head and the shoulders of the person must be visible. The area between the chin and the top of the head must cover 70–80%* of the vertical height of the photograph. An imaginary horizontal line drawn through the centre of eyes must locate from the lower edge of the photograph at a height of 50–70% (25-35 mm)[2] of the total vertical height of the photo. The framing of a photograph in a manner which leaves some of the persons hair invisible is allowed. The centre of the mouth and nose of the person must locate at the imaginary vertical line which meets the horizontal centre of the photograph.

* 35-40 mm
** On the photograph of a person under 11 years of age the minimum height is 40% (20 mm).

The person on the photograph must be represented in full face and in natural state:
- with a neutral expression, 
- with eyes open;
- with mouth closed;
- without headwear;
- looking into the camera. 

The face of the person must be in focus from the top of the head to the chin and from the nose to the ears, as well as clearly detailed. Hair and facial decorations must not conceal the face nor cast shadows on the face. Nose and eyebrow rings, as well as other facial decorations can be visible on the photograph provided they do not hinder the identification of the person. 

The irises and pupils of the person’s eyes must be clearly visible on the photograph. The eyebrows cannot cast shadows over the eye-sockets and hair cannot cover the eyes. An imaginary horizontal line between the centres of the person’s eyes must be parallel with the upper and lower edge of the photograph. 

Glasses are allowed provided that the person is still directly identifiable and if the person’s face is not disguised by the frames of the glasses: 
- the pupils and irises of the person’s eyes must be clearly visible;
- the spectacle lenses must not reflect light;
- tinted lenses are only allowed on the photograph in justified medical circumstances.

Headwear is not allowed on the photograph. As an exception a person can wear headwear on the a photograph for religious reasons provided that the facial image of the person from the bottom of the chin up to the upper part of the forehead is clearly visible and without any shadows. (A person who wears headwear for religious reasons must submit the photograph together with a written evaluation of the Ministry of Internal Affairs concerning the compulsion of wearing the headwear proceeding from his/her religious convictions). 

The background of the photograph must be:
- plane;
- monotonic;
- light by colour (advisable tones are light blue, beige, light brown, light grey or white);
- in contrast with the colour of face and hair. 

The light on the photograph must be:
- even;
- with normal brightness and contrast;
- with minimal shadows;
- without reflections on the face or background.

The sources of light must have a natural spectre. The use of coloured light (red, yellow, etc.) is not allowed. 

Shadows and bright areas on the face of the person on the photograph are not allowed. The gradation of the texture of each area of the face must be clearly visible. The tone of the skin must be natural in colour and the photograph can neither be saturated with colours nor over or under exposed. 

Red eyes are unacceptable for the photograph and their removal by software is not allowed.

